
Haggadot and Seder “How-To” Books:  An Annotated Bibliography 
 

Haggadot:   
 
 The key to a good Seder is preparation—and part of that preparation is choosing a 
Haggadah that suits both the leader of the Seder and the people who are there.  The 
notes below are intended as brief guides—take the time to look at ones that interest you 
and see if they’re what you want and need.    
 
Basic 
 

Concise Family Seder.  Prepared by Rabbi Alfred J. Kolatch; published by Jonathan 
David.  $3.95 
Passover Haggadah.  Prepared by Nathan Goldberg; published by Ktav.  $2.99 
30 Minute Seder: Haggadah that Blends Brevity with Tradition. Prepared by Robert 
Kopman. $6.95  

 
All of these are very basic Haggadot, with Kolatch’s being somewhat condensed and with more 
English. Kopman’s is an extremely basic seder that puts the dinner after the entire service instead 
of midway through the service, as is traditional. 

 
Family 
 

Discovery Haggadah.  Ron Isaacs & Kerry Olitzky; published by Rowman & Littlefield.  
$12.00 
Family Haggadah.  Shoshana Silberman; published by Kar-Ben.  $4.95 
Family Haggadah II.  Shoshana Silberman; published by Kar-Ben.  $4.95 
Family Haggadah II—Large Print.  Shoshana Silberman; published by Kar-Ben.  $7.99 
Family Haggadah:  A Seder for All Generations.  Elie M. Gindi; published by Behrman 
House.  $9.95 

 
All of these Haggadot are designed for seders with children but can be used by those new to 
leading seders or where a shorter but meaningful seder is desired. 

 
Creative/Interpretive 
 

A Different Night & A Different Night—Compact Edition.  Noam Zion & David 
Dishon; published by The Shalom Hartman Institute.  $17.95 & $6.95 
A Night to Remember: The Haggadah of Contemporary Voices; published by The 
Shalom Hartman Institute. $18.95 
Feast of Freedom.  Rachel Anne Rabbinowicz; published by USCJ.  $18.95 



New American Haggadah.  Mordechai M. Kaplan & others; published by Behrman 
House.  $9.95 
Night of Questions.  Joy Levitt and Michael Strassfeld; published by 
Reconstructionist Press.  $24.00 
The Open Door.  Sue Levi Elwell; published by CCAR, 2002.  $19.95 
Passover Haggadah.  Herbert Bronstein; published by CCAR, 1994 (rev. ed.). $16.95 
The JPS Commentary on the Haggadah: Historical Introduction, Translation, and 
Commentary. Joseph Tabory; published by Jewish Publication Society, 2008. $40.00 
The Schechter Haggadah: Art, History and Commentary. Dr. Joshua Kulp and  
Professor David Golinkin. $40.00 
 
These Haggadot include commentary, interpretive readings, songs, and some transliteration, as 
well as ideas for making seders interesting, stimulating and fun. 
 

“How-To” Books 
 
 These books are meant to be used as guides on how to make the Seder more 
meaningful for everyone in attendance.  They include many ideas and suggestions as well as 
interesting and thought-provoking commentary:  use some of this material for your seder 
this year and look over the books again in years to follow to keep your Seder fresh and 
interesting. 
 

Haggadah with Answers.  Yaakov Wehl; published by Artscroll/Mesorah Publications.  
$9.95 
Over two hundred questions on the Haggadah with answers from the classic commentaries. 
 
Creating Lively Passover Seders.  David Arnow; published by Jewish Lights.  $24.99 
Haggadah and History. Yosef Hayim Yerushalmi; published by Jewish Publication 
Society. $75.00 
Leading the Passover Journey.  Rabbi Nathan Laufer; published by Jewish Lights.  
$24.99 
The Passover Seder (Art of Jewish Living Series).  Ron Wolfson; published by 
Jewish Lights.  $8.00 
Women’s Passover Companion.  Sharon Cohen Anisfeld & others; published by Jewish 
Lights.  $24.95 
Women’s Seder Sourcebook.  Sharon Cohen Anisfeld & others; published by Jewish 
Lights.  $24.95 
 
 
 
 



Online Sources 
 
There are many, many online sources that will help make your seder meaningful and 
interesting. The following are a few suggestions that I like. 
 
http://www.uscj.org/JewishLivingandLearning/ShabbatandHolidayInformation/Holid
ays/JewishHolidays/Passover/default.aspx 
The United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism offers a page of links that will give 
you ideas for your seder and also links to the Rabbinical Assembly guide for the 
holiday. 
 
Telling the Story: A Passover Haggadah Explained. Barry Louis Polisar. 
http://www.barrylou.com/books/TellingTheStoryInside.pdf 
 
http://www.haggadot.com/ 
This is a website that will help you to make your own haggadah, using a variety of 
sources. There is no cost to use the website, but donations are welcome to support 
it. 
 
http://kosher4passover.com/ 
A great website with many links to haggadahs, recipes, parody songs, explanations, 
etc. 
 
http://www.reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/passover-pesach 
The Union for Reform Judaism’s website also offers suggestions for the holiday. 
 
http://www.jewishfreeware.org/downloads/folder.2006-01-07.0640323187/ 
Free downloads of haggadot and songbooks.  
 
https://pjlibrary.org/Beyond-Books/PJBlog/March-2013/Engaging-Children-at-the-
Passover-Seder 
https://pjlibrary.org/Beyond-Books/PJBlog?tagname=passover&groupid=4 
Ideas for families with children from the PJ Library folks 
 
http://www.jewishboston.com/kid-friendly-seder-ideas/ 
Suggestions from Jewish Boston. 
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